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The Department of Community Affairshasbecomeawareof problemswith
theinterpretation of the phrase* gpproved noncombustiblematerials’ in Section 604.1,
entitled “ Type 3 Construction,” of the Building Officialsand Code Administrators
(BOCA) National Building Code concerning exterior wall construction. The
Department has determined the phrase* gpproved noncombustiblemateriads’ means
materialswith similar structural propertiesto concrete (cast in placeor precast) and
concrete masonry unitssuch asbrick, stone, or glassblock.

From 1977, with the adoption of the BOCA Basic Building Code/1975, the
codelanguage has changed agreat deal. The 1975 BOCA Basic Building Code
clearly stated in Section 217.0, entitled “Type 3, Exterior Masonry Wall
Construction,” that Type 3 construction was where “the exterior walls. . . are
constructed of masonry or other gpproved noncombustible materids, of therequired
fire-resstancerating and structural properties.” Inthe BOCA Basic Building Code/
1981, thetitle* Type 3, Exterior Masonry Wall Construction” wasedited to“ Type 3
Congtruction,” but thelanguage requiring exterior wallsto be masonry construction
remained thesame.

IntheBOCA Nationd Building Code/1993, thelanguagewass mplified, but
the meaning remained the sameand remai ned thesamein the 1996 edition. However,
theresulting language (“. . . the exterior wallsare constructed of masonry or other
approved noncombustiblematerials. . . .”) has caused problems of interpretation.
The commentary for the BOCA National Building Code/1993 refersto Type 3
congtructionas*” ordinary” construction, and providesan exampleof acceptable Type
3 construction as having masonry exterior wallswith wood-frame floor and roof
construction. Thecommentary for the 1996 BOCA Building Code hasthe exact
sametext, but now includesafigure that showsbrick and concrete block exterior
wall congtruction. Thecommentary for Section 602.3 of the Building Subcoderefers
to Typelll (Type3in previouscodes) construction smilarly to Type 3 congtructionin
the BOCA commentary.
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FORMAL TECHNICAL OPINION

To ensure equa enforcement acrossthe State, and mindful of the history of
thislanguage, the Department ishereby providing clarification of the phrase*” other
gpproved noncombustiblematerias.” Thisphraseadlowsthe useof noncombustible
materialswith the samestructural propertiesas concrete or concrete masonry units.

WilliamM. Connally
Director
Division of Codesand Standards

PURSUANT TO AUTHORITY OF N.J.S.A. 52:27D-119 ET SEQ. AS AMENDED, THE ABOVE FORMAL
TECHNICAL OPINION IS CONSIDERED TO BE BINDING UPON ALL CODE OFFICIALS.
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